
2
0

1
8

 A
N

N
U

A
L 

R
E

P
O

R
T

1

RECOGNIZING POSSIBILITY  
IN PEOPLE AND PLACE 
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Karen Higgins​​​​​​​	 Dennis Stappas 
Executive Director​​​​​​	 Board Chair

MISSION

The Milwaukee 

Christian Center 

(MCC) builds strong 

neighborhoods full of 

opportunity.

RECOGNIZING POSSIBILITY  
IN PEOPLE AND PLACE  

MESSAGE FROM THE LEADERSHIP

Dear Friends,
With your investment, MCC has increased its impact significantly 
in the past year in three important ways! First, we have expanded 
our Youth Development Program to a 3rd site by supporting 
children after school and in the summer at MPS’ Kagel Elementary 
School right around the corner from our main site. Getting 
help with homework, learning karate, creating art, and most 
importantly, building relationships with talented adult mentors, 
means more parents may rest easy knowing their children are safe 
and engaged in positive programming. 

Second, MCC now partners with the Milwaukee County 
Department on Aging to connect more than 1,200 older adults to 
friends and a hot meal served five days a week at 13 sites across 
the County. We are thrilled to lead this important work caring 
for our community’s elders and know our efforts are making a 
difference every day. 

Finally, we believe our work at MCC offers opportunities that 
optimize the strengths, talents, and experiences of those who live 
in the communities we serve. It is our pleasure to share a few ways 
you helped make this happen through the stories of Alex, Claribel, 
Shantil, Thoy, and collective efforts to strengthen Amani and 
Muskego Way neighborhoods. 

We thank you again for your support and for recognizing 
the possibility in Milwaukee’s people and places!

 

WHY OUR WORK 
MATTERS

Individuals 
Impacted 
Annually

MUSKEGO WAY NEIGHBORS 
SUPPORTED TO

SUPPORTED  BY: 1,250+ Partners and Donors  •  90 Staff  •  300+ Volunteers

1,500 youth 
supported by 52 

mentors

Youth are 
on track to 

advance to the 
next grade level

Connect Improve Lead

Older adults 
report an 

increased sense of 
well-being

Safe, affordable 
homes built

Pantry clients 
connect to other 

resources

1,365 older adults 
connect with friends 
over lunch at 14 sites

46 young adults 
gain experience 

while building 
affordable homes

8,731 healthy 
food boxes 
distributed 

annually

7,500+

94% 96% 95%51

STRONGER 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

FULL OF 
OPPORTUNITY
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FISCAL YEAR 2018
AUDITED FINANCIALS

ANNUAL REVENUES

ANNUAL EXPENSES

Housing............................................... $	1,607,189	  37	%

Youth Development....................... $	1,575,813	 36	%

Food Security.................................... $	 339,445	  8	%

Older Adults...................................... $	 190,462	  4	%

Muskego Way Forward................. $	 73,730	  2	%

General Administrative................. $	 503,344	  11	%

Fundraising........................................ $	 99,730	  2	%

TOTAL ANNUAL EXPENSES......$	4,389,713	 100	%

Government Grants....................... $	2,324,640	  54	%

Contributions and Grants............ $	 960,282	  22	%

House Sales........................................ $	 256,000	 6	%

Program Service Fees.................... $	 256,200	 6	%

Contributions In-Kind................... $	 271,744	 6	%

United Way........................................ $	 262,517	  6	%

Other Revenue................................. $	 16,575	  0	%

TOTAL ANNUAL REVENUES.....$	4,347,958	 100	%

54%

22%

6%

6%

6%
6% 0%

37%

36%

8%

4%

2%

11%
2%

AMANI NEIGHBORHOOD  |  HOUSING

3

MCC knows that homeowners act as 
anchors in their communities, investing 
in their homes, schools, neighbors, and 
local businesses. That’s why MCC jumped 

at an opportunity to rehab three vacant 

homes in Milwaukee’s Amani neighborhood 

through a partnership with the Dominican 

Center and the Amani residents.

“The Dominican Center donated a home 

they had acquired to MCC,” says John 

Kaye, MCC Housing Director. “It wasn’t in 

great shape, but rehabbing old houses into 

beautiful single family homes is what we do. 

We were so inspired by the opportunity, 

we sought out a City-foreclosed home on 

the same block, and are already working on 

rehabbing another home a few blocks away.”   

“Clustering new affordable homes in 

catalytic sites — like in Amani where 

residents are already leading positive 

neighborhood change — has the potential 

to accelerate neighbors’ efforts to 

strengthen the neighborhood,” notes John. 

“We are thrilled to help make this happen.” 

With the assistance of MCC YouthBuild, 

which has been building a garage for one of 

the homes, MCC anticipates completing the 

homes by the end of 2019.
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Catalysts $25,000+

Charles R. O'Malley 
Charitable Lead Trust

Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation

Joseph & Vera Zilber 
Charitable Foundation

Lynde & Harry Bradley 
Foundation

Northwestern Mutual 
Foundation

Retirement Research 
Foundation

United Way of Greater 
Milwaukee  
& Waukesha County

Visionaries  
$10,000-$24,999

American Baptist  
Foundation

    Virginia & Gordon  
Palmer Trust

Catholic Community 
Foundation

Forest County  
Potawatomi Foundation

Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation

Mary Nohl Fund
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
J.H. Findorff & Son, Inc.
Milwaukee Empty Bowls

Champions  
$5,000-$9,999

American Baptist Home 
Mission Society

Bader Philanthropies
Karl & Nancy Byleen
Dave & Terri Beck-Engel
Johnson Bank

Leaders  
$1,000-$4,999

Aldi, Inc.
American Baptist Churches  

- Wisconsin
Bay View Baptist 

Endowment Fund
Best Buy Foundation
Big Lots Foundation
Charles & Patricia C. Cahill III
Dollar General Literacy 

Foundation
Tom Ellis
First Baptist Church  

- Eau Claire
First Baptist Church - Ixonia
Greater Milwaukee 

Foundation  
    Brandon Gelzer  

Memorial Fund
    Michael & Joanne  

Kelly Fund
Gruber Law Offices, LLC
Daniel & Joanne Kline
Harriet Knudson

Krause Family Foundation
Claude & Sue J. Krawczyk
Kroger Co. Foundation
Christine Leitner
David & Anousone 

Lettenberger
LISC Milwaukee
Racine Dominican  

Mission Fund
Roundy's Foundation, Inc.
Dennis & Sue Stappas
Target Corporation
WE Energies

 Advocates  
$250-$999

ALLCON, LLC
Anthem
Arteaga Construction, Inc.
Alan & Linda Artru
Associated Bank
Mary B. Binder
Martha L. Brown
Edora Butler
CENTRAL Baptist 

Theological Seminary-WI
CG Schmidt, Inc.
Tom & Leigh Barker 

- Cheesebro
Chinese Community  

Baptist Church
Jeanne E. Edwards
Beulah Erickson
First Baptist Church  

- La Crosse

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Milwaukee Christian Center is grateful for all of you –  

the donors and supporters of our mission.  
Your generosity made a difference in the lives of many.  

Thank You!

Alex has attended MCC’s summer camp 

since age five. “Camp made a big difference 

in my life. I looked up to the youth camp 

leaders then. They helped me through some 

tough times, providing guidance, support, 

and encouragement.”

Now 17 and entering her last year in high 

school, Alex is in a position to give back. 

Despite the trek she has to make from  

the other side of town, this will be her  

third summer leading youth at camp,  

“I love volunteering with the kids,  
I keep coming back for them.” 

Along with leading activities, she has learned 

how to navigate tough situations, problem 

solve and work under pressure. “Time spent 

at MCC has helped me find my voice and 

take charge as a leader,” shares Alex.  Most 

important, though, she has learned the 

value of making time to listen to kids. “Camp 

leaders took time to care for me when I 

was young. Now, I want to give back to the 

community that gave me my childhood.”

ALEX  |  YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

4
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Advocates  
$250-$999 (cont.)

First Baptist Church  
- West Allis

Greater Milwaukee 
Association of Realtors 
Youth Foundation

Bill & Lois Hart
Sheri & Carl Holborn Schwab 

Charitable Fund
Andrew & Paula Holman
Debby Hughes
Infinity Health Solutions, Inc.
Kohl's Cares
Landmark Credit Union
Ana L. Lopez
Brian Mechenich
John Miceli
MKE Trucking, Inc.
Monte Enterprises, LLC  

- Monterrey Market
Mutual of America
Peter Ogden
Sarah Rhomberg
RitzHolman CPAs
Robertson Ryan & Associates
Romer-Erickson  

Family Fund
Rozga-Walloch Funeral  

Home, Inc.
Schramka Funeral Home
Tabernacle Baptist Church
Betty Ulmer
Usinger Foundation
Wisconsin P.E.O Sisterhood 

Sarah Shinn Marshall 
H.E.L.P. Fund, Inc.

Friends $100-$249

Steven & Mary Jo Baas
Bauman Realty
Melissa Benson
Sam D. & Marie T. Brink
Greg Brock & Wendy  

Wirth-Brock
Julie Brusewitz

Dave Burgess
Christ St. Peter Lutheran 

School
Robert F. & Barbara L. Cook
First Baptist Church  

- Waterloo
Mike Fischer
Christopher J Francis
Eleanor Freigang
Jon & Joy Gage
GE United Way Giving 

Campaign
G/L Community Fund
Jim Gramling
Carol Hanrahan
Dorene Harbold
Cathy Heston
Karen W. Higgins
Jim & Pat Hishmeh
Ralph & Peggy Hudson
Iglesia Apostolica Maranata
Joan & Jonathan Jacobs
Karen & Jeffrey Jensen
John Alvis Jones, IV
Susan Mary Koehne
Eric & Jodi Krawczyk
Kelly Kuglitsch
Chris Kujawa
Edward & Susan U. Ladwig
Jim & Jan Landisch
Barbara Lund
Richard & Janet Mason
Wilma McNamara
James & Julie Meloy
Metropolitan Missionary 

Baptist Church
Patricia A. Miller
Robert & Lynette Miller
Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Michael Van Alstine  

& Pat Nelson
Charlotte Newgord
Patricia A. Nieman
Eric & Kate Olsen
Bonita Ostrenga
César Antonio Pabón
LaVerne Padrick

Paypal Charitable  
Giving Fund

Todd Pfander
Arlo & Dianne Reichter
Claire Rider
Michelle Ristau
Erna C. Russert
Dennis A. & Kathleen E. 

Sampson
Richard & Nicole Schmidt
Robert & Laura Schrank
Duncan Shrout
Therapies East Associates
Catherine Tikkanen
Jeffrey & Nancy Weber
Jean Wiles
Dean & Debbie Zemel 

Supporters  
$1-$99

Deidre Adams
Ron & Joy Adams
Debra Allen
Marlena Anderson
Daniel Andrade
Patrice Andritsos
Cynthia Arbiture
Dustin Aubert
Ryan Aubert
Kenneth Berg
Bradley & Donna Brown
Charles Buck
Burdoc, Inc.
Akesha Burks
Isidro Carrera
John Casper
Lester Charles
Ray & April Chartier
Arleta Cobb
Joshmeal Cobb
Kelly Condon
Melissa Cook
Lillian Cox
Marlena Ward Dodds
Thomas Doro
Roman Draba

THOY  |  OLDER ADULTS

Thoy Bouavanh Schuelke, Milwaukee 

entrepreneur and small business owner, 

has been a dear friend and volunteer 

within MCC’s Older Adults Center for 

years. From donating food from her former 

business, the Asian International Market, 

to volunteering her time to help prep the 

Center’s lunch, Thoy brims with generosity. 

“When I was a child in Laos, I had nothing. 

My family would send me out to gather 

snails and bamboo to eat and we would sell 

what remained. Moving to Milwaukee gave 

me and my family a new life, but it wasn’t 

easy. My mother had to support me and 

my five siblings and none of us could speak 

English. I know what it is like to not have 

anything,” shares Thoy. 

In addition to giving back to older adults 

at MCC, Thoy is a tireless community 

volunteer and is always seeking ways 

to help the neighborhood and small 

businesses thrive. “In Laotian culture, we 

say that when you die, you take nothing 

with you. When I was young, I had 
nothing. I do what I do at MCC and 
beyond, because at the moment, I 
have everything.”

7
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Supporters  
$1-$99 (cont.)

Karen & John Drexler
Susan Eick
Scott & Debra Fabry
Kenneth & Kathy Fellman
Fresh Thyme Farmers Market
Gardenia Flower Market
Tracy Glass
Don & Barbara Goldberg
Todd & Jennifer Goodwin
Paul Grippe
George & Betty Hamilton
Jason Harvey
James Hayes
Ebony & Deonte Haynes
Perry A. Hendricks
Stephanie Hicks
Mario Higgins
Rosalyn Hill
Paul Hinkfuss
Alice Hodges
Monique Hogan
Alana Sherard-Homes
Mary Hutton
Mike & Bonnie Ida
Connie Jackson
Myrett Jackson
Zumehka Johnson
Ezekiel & Alicia Kessler
John Knecht
Leigh Kunde
Laura Lavey
Rita Lee
Brandy Lester
Ted Hertel, Jr.  

& Margaret Ley
Ardys L. Listug
Brittany Madden
Frank Martinelli
Paula Mason & Roberto 

García Martínez
Jeff Martinka
Jason Matthews
Kent Mayfield
Daniel J. McCarthy

James McFarland
Joe & Doreen Mechenich
Ruth Kallio-Mielke
Mike Moratti
NASSCO
Network For Good
Kalinda Nichols
Richard & Lois Nugent
Susie Odogba
Ryan Onosko
Bea  Pamperin
Heidi Reinbold-Peterson
Nancy Petro
Kanisha Phelps
Rachel Mason & Brandon 

Pierce
James & Karen Pogorelc
Reading Rainbow Academy
Nancy Reinbold
Angela Resnick
Martha Reyes
Jody Rhodes
Leo Ries
Reginald & Zackyisha 

Robinson
David Pritchard & Kathleen 

Rogers
Mark Rohlfing
David & Diane Roidt
Edgar & Marcene Rummler
Lindsey Saffold
Yvonne Scheeler
Kathy Baillargeon & Jim 

Scherer
William Schrank
Jaclyn Schultz
Denise Shields
Michel Koenig & Patty Shotola
Lasae Simpson
Con & Ellie Slaviero
Lynn & Lorna Stoecker
Amy Tatarsky
Lindsey Tauber
Tanykia Taylor
Laquitha Terry
Eric Tillich
James & Molly Van Hoven

Joshua Villafuentes
Lois G. Ward
Wauwatosa Avenue United 

Methodist Church
Chris & Kristin Weber
Alan Williams
Redona Williams
Robert & Lois Winans
Scott Yauck
Marquis & Erica Young

2018 In-Kind Donors

Aldi, Inc.

Daniel Andrade

Asian International  
Market

Jeanne E. Edwards

First Baptist Church  
- Beloit

First Baptist Church  
- Delavan

First Baptist Church  
- Kenosha

First Baptist Church  
- Madison, WI

First Baptist Church  
- Waukesha

First Baptist Church  
- West Allis

Gadzuric Foundation

Grace Community Church

Hunger Task Force

Joan & Jonathan Jacobs

J.H. Findorff & Son, Inc.

Lopez Bakery

Monte Enterprises, LLC  
- Monterrey Market

Optimist Club  
of Milwaukee

Dennis A. & Kathleen E. 
Sampson

Tabernacle Baptist Church

Underwood Memorial  
Baptist Church

Peter & Peggy Wolf

Shantil came to MCC through a 

nontraditional route. Last fall, she injured 

herself at her janitorial job at a local middle 

school, and was placed on “light duty” in 

MCC’s food pantry until she was healed and 

ready to return to work. 

As a mother of four boys under the age 

of 10, her injury and placement at MCC 

initially felt like a setback. “I never expected 

to work in a food pantry, but my time here 

has humbled me,” she admits. “So many 

people my own age come in. I’ve been able 

to help them look for employment in their 

neighborhoods and on their bus lines. I 

know now about opportunities that help 

people get their driver’s licenses and about 

places that support people with addictions.”

MCC’s Food Pantry Coordinator, Bernadette, 

recognized Shantil’s potential and deep 

well of compassion for others.  “With 
Bernadette’s encouragement and 
mentorship, I went back to school last 
fall and earned my GED,” shares Shantil. 

“This fall, I am studying Human Services at 

MATC with plans to become a social worker. 

I want to show my four boys that it’s never 

too late and that going to college will only 

make it easier to help more people.”

8

SHANTIL  |  FOOD SECURITY
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2018 Memoriams

Reyes Cruz
	 Donor: Karen  

& Jeffrey Jensen

Alphonse Engelmeier
	 Donor: Yvonne Scheeler

Bruce Erickson 
	 Donor: Robert F.  

& Barbara L. Cook
	 Donor: Beulah Erickson
	 Donor: The Romer-Erickson 	

Family Fund

Andre Gavins
	 Donor: Marquis  

& Erica Young

Rosemary Hinkfuss
	 Donor: Paul Hinkfuss

Richard Hodges
	 Donor: Wilma McNamara

Don Neubauer
	 Donor: Bill & Lois Hart

Kathleen Sindelar  
	 Donor: Christopher J. 

Francis

Kenneth Smith
	 Donor: Edgar  

& Marcene Rummler

Horst & Hildegard 
Waschkies

	 Donor: Debra Allen

2018 Honorariums

Beulah Erickson  
	 Donor: Robert F.  

& Barbara L. Cook

Karen W. Higgins
	 Donor: Don  

& Barbara Goldberg	
Donor: Dean & Debbie 
Zemel

Bev Krass
	 Donor: Claude  

& Sue J. Krawczyk

Paula Mason  
& Roberto García 
Martínez

	 Donor: James  
& Molly Van Hoven

Michael VanAlstine
	 Donor: Kathy Baillargeon  

& Jim Scherer

2018 United Way  
Individual Donors

We appreciate  
those who have 
supported the 
Milwaukee Christian 
Center through the  
2018 United Way  
Campaign

Catherine T. Androyna
Valerie Ryan Cone
Hanna Eden
Tom Ellis
Ana Gonzalez
Carol Hanrahan
Karen J. Hansen
Alexander Hazen
Karen & Jim Higgins
Dawn Hordyk
Claude J. Krawczyk
Shanna Loebs
Charlotte Newgord
Roberta P. Oldenburg
Judith Sanger
Nicole Schmidt

Michael R. Sprengel

2018 Public Sector 
Supporters 

City of Milwaukee  
- Community 
Development Grants 
Administration

Corporation for National & 
Community Service  
- AmeriCorps

Employ Milwaukee
Milwaukee Brighter Futures 

- Community Advocates
Milwaukee County Courts
Milwaukee County 

Delinquency and Court 
Service Division

Milwaukee County 
Department of Health  
& Human Services

Milwaukee County 
Department on Aging

Milwaukee County Parks
Milwaukee Department  

of City Development
Milwaukee Police 

Department
Milwaukee Public Schools
  MPS C.A.R.E.S
  Partnership for the Arts  

& Humanities
Social Development 

Commision
United States Department 

of Health and Human 
Services Teen Pregnancy 
Prevention Program

United States Department 
of Labor

Wisconsin Department  
of Children and Families 
Title V Funding

Wisconsin Department  
of Justice

Serve Wisconsin

MCC’s work to build strong neighborhoods 

full of opportunity can be seen in 

Milwaukee’s Muskego Way neighborhood, 

where the Muskego Way Forward Initiative 

works with the leadership of dedicated 

residents to strengthen their neighborhoods 

and create new opportunities. 

Resident leaders, like Claribel, have 

risen to the challenge. For a long time, an 

abandoned lot at 15th and Mitchell St. 

sparked Claribel’s imagination. The area 

was long neglected and overgrown with 

weeds. A community garden would beautify 

the space and provide neighbors with a 

new place to connect, grow food, and get 

active. Knocking on doors and meeting 

her neighbors, Claribel learned there 

was enthusiasm for the project. With the 

support of MCC, she hosted neighborhood 

meetings and work days to clean up the 

space, install raised beds, and to plant 

the garden’s first seedlings last summer. 

“Bumblebee Haven Community 
Garden is giving people a chance to 
stop and talk to one another,” shares 
Claribel. “People want to get involved.”

Moved by the community’s positive 

response, Claribel has forged ahead this 

spring. With the help of the owner of the 

land, neighbors who have rented plots, and 

others who have made donations, she and 

her neighbors have raised funds to build a 

new tool shed to store gardening supplies. 

Now, with the garden planted and a safe 

place to store their tools, she and her 

neighbors are relaxing and awaiting the 

fruits of their garden. 

11

CLARIBEL  |  MUSKEGO WAY FORWARD

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our donor list. 
If your name has been omitted, or is incorrectly listed, please contact 
khiggins@mccwi.org.
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PRESIDENT

Dennis Stappas 
Northwestern Mutual

VICE-PRESIDENT

Eric Wynn 
J.H. Findorff & Son, Inc.

TREASURER

Jim Stark 
Community Volunteer

SECRETARY

Jennifer Torres 
Great Midwest Bank

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Karen Higgins 
Milwaukee  
Christian Center

EX-OFFICIO BOARD 
MEMBER

Rev. Marie Onwubuariri 
American Baptist Churches  
of Wisconsin

BOARD MEMBERS

Mary Binder 
AT&T

Rev. José Encarnación 
Iglesia Envangelista  
Bautista Milwaukee 

Paul J. Grippe 
Community Volunteer

John Alvis Jones IV                                                                                                                         
American Baptist 
Churches of Wisconsin

Kelly Kuglitsch                                                                                                                                        
O'Neil, Cannon, Hollman, 
DeJong & Laing, S.C.

Betty Ulmer                                                                                                                        
Brookside Senior  
Living, Inc.

Rev. Logan Vang                                                                                                                                             
Ascension Lutheran 
Church

MILWAUKEE CHRISTIAN CENTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DONATE ONLINE  |  www.mccwi.org Milwaukee Christian Center 

807 S. 14th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53204

p: 414-645-5350

www.mccwi.org

Milwaukee Christian Center is an equal opportunity employer and service 
provider. If you need this information or printed material in an alternate format, 
or in a different language, please call (414) 645-5350. Deaf, hard of hearing, or 
speech impaired callers can contact us through Wisconsin Relay Service at 7-1-1.

HARRIET  |  LEGACY CIRCLE SPOTLIGHT

Retired elementary school teacher, Harriet Knudson, spent 
her career investing in the lives of young people. For her, 
giving to MCC has been a natural extension of this work. 
“I believe money and resources are to use and enjoy. If you 
are able to, giving helps others.” As an active donor and with 
a gift designated to MCC in her will, Harriet embodies this 

philosophy now and beyond. “I know my support to MCC 
benefits others. That gives me joy.”

MCC’S LEGACY CIRCLE recognizes and thanks those who have  
taken the special step of providing for the future of Milwaukee 
families and neighborhoods by supporting MCC in their estate 
plans or establishing other planned gifts.

Tom & Leigh Cheesebro 

Estate of Ed Donnelly 

Bill & Lois Hart 

Estate of Margaret Jeske 

Claude & Sue Krawczyk 

Christine Leitner 

Dennis & Kathleen Sampson

If you would like to learn how to make your own legacy gift to MCC, 
please call 414-902-5380 or email khiggins@mccwi.org.
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